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Preface

The principal sources for this edition are the two copies of the violin part from Jascha Heifetz’s estate. The earlier copy 
is a reprint of the copyist’s manuscript; the latter is the 1950 Schott Edition. Heifetz thoroughly marked both copies. 
The bowings and fingerings between the two are similar, but not identical. There are subtle differences. No doubt, 
Heifetz was searching for the perfect balance between the violin and orchestra, making changes in the violin part. For 
instance, he added some double stops, reinforcing some especially dramatic phrases by playing in octaves rather than 
single notes. Other changes included playing entire phrases on the G or D string, rather than across the fingerboard, 
opening up some bowings to achieve better balance with the ample orchestration.

Many of the earlier changes are printed in the 1950 edition. As Korngold was present at a number of performances, as 
well as recording sessions (notably the 1953 commercial recording for RCA Victor which succeeded the edition), the 
new emendations were also enthusiastically approved by the composer. These are all part of the present edition, as are 
note corrections from the composer‘s manuscript, marked (*) in the violin part. Heifetz’ bowings and fingerings were 
never created for ease of execution or for convenience. They were only to best serve the music. 

Endre Granat, Editor

The Publisher extends our warm gratitude to Dr. Peter Hanser-Strecker for making this edition possible. 

“In spite of the demand for virtuosity in the finale, the work with its many melodic and lyric episodes was 
contemplated more for a Caruso than for a Paganini. It is needless to say how delighted I am to have my 

concerto performed by Caruso and Paganini in one.”

Erich Wolfgang Korngold

The St. Louis Post Dispatch
February 9 (above) and February 16 (right), 1947
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